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Maine Association of Wetland Scientist 

Minutes of Meeting


Subject:	Maine Association of Wetland Scientists (MAWS)
		Executive Committee Meeting
Date:		February 7, 2011
Time:		3:30 – 5:30 P.M.
Location:	Texas Road House, Augusta, Maine
Attendees:	Kathleen Miller, Rich Jordan, Jeff Simmons, Steve Knapp, Laura Lapierre, Rodney Kelshaw, Danielle Tetreau, Dale Knapp, Sarah Watts,  

*Please note that those committee member names that appear in bold are responsible for following-up on specific issues/items discussed during the meeting. Additional important timelines or dates have been underlined.

The Executive Committee (EC) meeting was held at the Texas Road House in Augusta.


To start the meeting Dale Knapp outlined discussion items from the Vernal Pool Technical Committee (VPTC) meeting that had occurred on January 28th 2011 at Stantec in Topsham.  It was decided that as his final act, the outgoing President (Dale Knapp) would prepare an email outlining future MAWS involvement in recently proposed changes to the State’s environmental laws.  In addition the EC decided to expand the Legislative subcommittee to include representatives from MAWS dedicated to specific regions within State.  These representatives would address questions and concerns related to recent law making proposals and act to provide information to the membership.  

Action Items: 

Dale:  to draft memo to the membership re: legislative sub-committee and intent to comment on LD-1 (An Act to Ensure Regulatory Fairness and Reform)

Dale:  to arrange meeting with Mike Mullien and express interest in being involved/included in recent regulatory reform discussions.

Workshops

Sarah updated us on the status of upcoming workshops.  Also it was noted that a more focused effort for workshops related to the science of wetlands rather than regulatory workshops may be preferred by the membership.


Sarah mentioned investigating opportunities for a joint workshop with the Friends of Scarborough Marsh, USFWS, and the Society for Ecological Restoration, and the Ecological Landscaping Association to visit and discuss the status of several salt marsh restoration projects underway in the Scarborough Marsh.

Base on current interest in stream crossings the EC thought a workshop dealing with stream crossings may be of interest to the membership.  Steve Knapp mentioned the possibility of a workshop with Alex Abbott who has worked on a number of crossing surveys and has developed current methods for conducting them.

The group discussed the possibility of a wetland (3 parameter) focused workshop that deals specifically with wetland delineation.  Kathleen mentioned a workshop related to wetland delineation in general.  Other workshops including survey methods, vegetation, and soils were discussed.

Action Items:

Steve:  to check with Alex Abbott regarding interest in setting up some sort of workshop.

Sarah:  to research possibilities of joint workshop at Scarborough Marsh.

Annual Meeting

· Meeting will be titled “Past, Present, and Future of Land Use Development”

· Discussion regarding possible speakers: Dave Rocque, Marcia Spence-Famous.  In need of talks related to “Past” and “Future”

Action Items:
All:  Brainstorm ideas for presenters at this years meeting.


EC Elections

	Jeff noted that all members asked, to date,  to run for the President Elect position had declined.  The group brainstormed potential candidates:

· Jim Boyle
· Alan Haberstock
· Rich Jordan
· Chris Dorian

Steve Knapp is interested in running for the secretary position; he currently is the interim secretary.

Rodney agreed to run for a second term as the Legislative Chair.

Action Items:
Steve Knapp, to check with Alan to gauge interest in running.


Obligate

Danielle gave an update on progress to date on the 2011 Obligate News Letter.


Respectively Submitted by:
Steve Knapp
Interim MAWS Secretary
February 18, 2011
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