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Maine Association of Wetland Scientists

Legislative Sub-Committee
January 30, 2009
Hallowell Wine: Bistro & Boutique
Hallowell, Maine

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Richard Jordan, Rodney Kelshaw, Stephanie Swiezynski, Eugenie Francine.  
The first item on the agenda, does MAWS need a legislative watchdog was discussed.  This has come up because it appears that MASE is a member of the Architectural/Engineer (A/E) Task Force, which enables them to receive news on upcoming bills before they are actually referred to the various committees.   The legislative liaison form the A/E Task Force is Judith Harvie.  MAWS currently tracks these bills and any other legislative news through the Legislative Chair and members of the Legislative Sub-Committee via various State and Federal Web Sites and by being on ‘interested party’ mailing lists.  Throughout most of the year this appears adequate however, when the Legislature comes back into session after the first of the year historically there has been one or two bills that are introduced that are of importance to MAWS.  The lead time between when MAWS gets wind of the bill and when the Public Hearing is scheduled is often tight resulting in a mad scramble to pull together some comments to submit.  This in turn has resulted in yet another problem regarding submitting the comments on behalf of the membership versus the EC.  With the Annual Meeting in March and the tight time table to submit it has been very difficult to pool the membership for their comments.  Therefore the letters (LD 1952 & LD 107) have been submitted on behalf of the EC.  This latter issue will be taken up at the Annual Meeting ’09.
Returning to the legislative watchdog question, it seems that MASE is willing to share or pass along whatever information they receive from Judith Harvie.  Clough Toppen from MASE has suggested that this would not pose any ethical problems since there is a lot of overlap in the membership between MASE and MAWS.  Eugenie will e-mail Clough and verify that the sharing of information would not pose any threat to MASE’s relationship with the A/E Task Force. 
If it turns out that there would be a conflict then the LSC would need to approach the EC and determine the feasibility of joining something like the A/E Task Force.

Eugenie has subsequently e-mailed Clough and he feels that there is not a conflict since the MASE/MAWS members receive the information almost at the same time that the MASE does and there is nothing to prevent MAWS members from sharing that with other MAWS members.  Rod is a member of both organizations and has agreed to be the clearinghouse for the information.

Two related topics, streamlining legislative information for the membership and bill tracking, how encompassing should it be, were discussed next.

Currently the MAWS web site posts all information Rich receives regarding upcoming and ongoing legislative changes.  This includes state and federal issues and all Public Hearings or Public Notices for Comments. In addition Rich often e-mails the membership information and attaches upcoming bills or public notices/hearings.  The LSC feels that the dissemination of the information is adequate and that the membership needs to take some initiative to keep current.
With respect to how exhaustive should the bill tracking be, the LSC feels that any bill that is directly related to the profession of wetland science should be tracked.  Bills pertaining to specific windpower projects would not fall into this category.  A web site link to bill tracking is provided on the MAWS web site (http://janus.state.me.us/legis/).  Perhaps this should be brought up to the EC for further clarification.  
LD 107: An Act to Change the Classification of Man-made Wetlands

This bill was submitted to the NRC on 1/13/09, MAWS got wind of it the following week from a MASE member passing it along to Rich.  It is the general consensus of the LSC and the EC that we should submit comments on the bill and a letter was being drafted.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for February 10, 2009 (this did not appear on the schedule until 1/29/09).  It was agreed that Rich and Rod would get their comments to Eugenie by Friday noon of the 31st and that she would forwarded them to the EC for review.
The goal was to mail the letter and 20 copies to the NRC on Tuesday February 3rd.  Eugenie will not be in town on the day of the hearing so she is not available to speak, therefore we need a volunteer either from LSC or the EC.

Also on the agenda but not discussed in any depth due to time constraint:

1. The merits of meeting with the Legislative Chairs of MAPPS, MASE and MCWS.  These organizations have Legislative Committees in place and may be able to help MAWS LC streamline how to obtain and disseminate information to the membership in addition to pointing out other resources and links.

2. LSC Action Plan for 2009:

a. Outreach to municipalities

i. Goals &Objectives – develop critical pathway

ii. Target Areas – Key Towns, Regionally?

iii. Contact person – CEO, Town Planner, Selectperson

iv. Develop informational materials

v. Feasibility of MAWS members to do outreach – availability

3. Schedule a meeting with the new NRC and IFW Legislative Chairs.

4. New MAWS Legislative Chair:  Rodney has agreed to run.  Thanks you Rod!

No future meeting was scheduled.  
Respectively Submitted

Eugenie S. Francine
MAWS Legislative Chair
