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MAWS Technical Committee Agenda

Friday, March 5, 2010, 2:30 – 5:00 pm

TRC – 14 Gabriel Drive, Augusta, Maine

Call-In Number:  TBD and emailed to VPTC by noon on Friday 

(please contact Alex Finamore at TRC if you have any questions about the meeting place 207.459.6456) 
Meeting Objective:  To discuss progress from and provide feedback to working groups assembled at the 2/26/2010 VPTC meeting. The working groups are preparing revisions to the Vernal Pool workshop minutes from 2/9/2010, devising an outline for a new vernal pool survey protocol, modifying the existing IF&W vernal pool reporting forms, and assembling a vernal pool assessment decision tree. This will all be used to put together a first draft vernal pool assessment SOP to be disseminated prior to the start of the 2010 field season.

2:30-2:45
Introductions/Approval of meeting minutes from 2/26/2010.

2:45-3:00
Review and discuss materials – data sheets, SOPs, feedback, etc. – received since the last meeting.

3:00-4:30
Review and discuss working group action items A through E:

A. Meeting minutes from the MAWS February 9, 2010, vernal pool workshop and for VPTC review and comment and make ready to send out to agency stakeholders (and workshop attendees?) for final review before posting on website and use for devising MAWS SOP (K. Miller).
B. Outline for Standard Operating Procedures Manual for Conducting Vernal Pool Field Surveys (R. Jordan/S. Knapp/R. St. Amand)

C. Vernal Pool Field Assessment Decision Tree (flow chart). (J. Logan/A. Finamore)

D. Suggested revisions to vernal pool data collection form (SVPDCF) for consideration by IF&W. (Dale Knapp/Laura Lapierre/Brad Agius/Kathleen Miller)

E.  Draft list/summary of vernal pool anomalies/problem areas encountered by field scientists to obtain regulatory guidance so all professionals are handling these situations consistently. (R. Jordan)
4:30-4:45
Discuss and agree upon deliverables prior to and for the March 12 VPTC meeting and plan for any breakout groups or meetings with regulators that are deemed necessary.

4:45-4:55
Debrief: quick discussion of suggestions for improving communications or efficiency in the VPTC or for reducing and/or spreading out workloads of committee members.

4:55-5:00
Revise (if necessary) dates/times/places for remaining Committee meetings through April 1.

