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After setting up tonight's meeting and being so personally
interested and concerned with this matter I truly regret I can not
attend this important meeting. In my absence, circulate or please
make use of my efforts below as you see fit., I would wish we
would all be so lucky for you all to resolve this matter tonight
but I think I will have future opportunity to continue to be
invelved, Thanks much.

Understanding of Problem

Issues are stated in 3/29/95 and 6/16/95 letters from Stephen
Howell, President of MAPSS, and relate to the gquestion ¢of what
professional cqualifications are necessary for individuals delin-
eating wetland boundaries with the multiple parameters of vegeta-
tion, hydrology and soils in light of State of Maine definitions
found in Title 32, Chapter 73, § 4902 relating to "pedology",
"practice of soil science", and "cualified soil scientist”, Steve
Howell states in the latter letter and public¢ly that the impetus
for MAPSS pressing for resolution of this matter is not an issue
of "turf" but that instead it is based on the potential damage
that may come to goil scientistg as a whole in the State of Maine
as a result of an individual or individuals lacking appropriate
cualifications to delineate boundaries of wetlands in accordance
with established criteria such as that found in the 1987 Corps of
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual.

MAWS Efforts to Date

The above issues were fundamental to organizational meetings of
MAWS in September 1990 which occurred subsequent to a similar
ingquiry by MAPSS to the Board of Certification in March 1990 and
replied to by the Board in late June of that year.

Other significant developments relative to certification of
wetland scientists over the past 5 years are as follows:
6/4-8/20 SWS annual mtg re certification committee,

10/24/830 draft letter from MAWS to D. Witherill and ACOE re
hydric soils,

5/91 working draft of 3WS certification announced in Wetlands
Bulletin,

12/92 C. Peters meets w/ Walter Anderson re Certification,
4/20/93 ACOE PN re WDCP Demonstration Projects,

6/16/93 Problem Soils field session w/ eve presentation by
Marceau (MAWS-MAPSS interfacing),
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8/93 Obligate Certification questionnire circulated,
1/94 Results fo qguestionnaire publighed in Obligate,

4/18/94 MAWS executive committese meets re ACOE certification-
decides to moniter SWS and ACOE,

11/16/94 " £ " " " "'- game,
3/14/85 ACQOE PN re WDCP,

3/29/95 MAPSS letter to D. Witherill,

4/13/95 letter from B. Day to ACOE re WDCP,

4/26/95 MAWS executive mtg re MAPSS letter,

4/27/95 MAWS/MAPPS meet w/DEP and ACOE (initiated by MAWS),

5/10/95 MAWS meets w/ Board of Certification and reports to
members at Colby,

Recommended Reguirements for "Qualified Professionals"_ and
other Ssolutions (order relates to ease of implementation)

Demonstration of qualifications should not be limited to so¢ils but
should be holistic and encompass other parameters as well. How-
ever under circumstances soils may be issue most pressed for at
this time.

At 4/27/95 mtg, DEP and ACOE both indicated they knew who was
"qualified". If unfamiliar they "tested out” over time till
known. Therefore, if local problem, educate CEQ's and Planning
Roard w/ letter from MAWS and MAPSS re distinction of ecologic and
requlatory definitions of wetlands and established critiera in '87
Manual for requlatory identification of wetlands,

DEP and ACOE both indicated at 4/27/95 mtg that circumstances
exist where they would not want to be obligated to reguire data
forms for all wetland delineations. This needs to be respected.
However narrative documentation of methods emploved, w/wo data
(Dectermination method, quadrats, testpits, transects, ete) to dem-
onstrate how work was conducted is a standard practice of virtua-
11y all professionals; eg. not just generalized "wet area” refer-
ence on a plan or in an application. (Kind of like ACOE wanting a
good professional narrative re functional aszsessments vs WET).

Presentation or demonstration of having received appropriate

training~ eg. Sid Pilgrim's Wetland Delineator Certification Pro-

gram course or re soils alone, something like "Field description
of soils",

When here, certification under the WDCP.

Change law re certificaton based on ¢riteria comparable to WDCP.




