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June 12, 2009

Re:  Sunrise Review Process for LD 1240 “Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation To Conduct a Sunrise Review Regarding a Proposal To License Wetland Scientists”

The Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development has directed the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to conduct a sunrise review regarding LD 1240 “Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation To Conduct a Sunrise Review Regarding a Proposal To License Wetland Scientists.”  The bill proposed new state regulation of wetland scientists and thus triggered the sunrise review requirements of Title 5, Section 12015.

Pursuant to 5 MRSA § 12015 sunrise review must be undertaken whenever proposed legislation would license or otherwise regulate an occupation or professional that is not currently regulated or would substantially expand the regulation of a currently regulated occupation or profession.  The process seeks to determine whether such regulation is necessary or appropriate to protect the public. 

Importantly, a fundamental consideration within the sunrise process is whether public health and safety is jeopardized by the absence of regulation.  It is essential for proponents of new or expanded regulation to address that question.  Copies of the relevant Maine statutes that provide for sunrise review are enclosed for your reference.

Specifically, sunrise review requires the Department to evaluate the responses of the proponents of new or expanded regulation to the information criteria set forth in 32 MRSA § 60-J.  Other interested individuals or organizations may also participate by responding to the survey questions in order for the Department to access a broad range of information and all points of view.  

This letter is intended to notify organizations and individuals who have expressed interest in this bill of the Department’s intent to begin the sunrise review requested by the Business, Research and Economic Development Committee pursuant to LD 1240.  It is our intention to conduct the sunrise review process and develop a comprehensive sunrise report with recommendations and proposed legislation, if appropriate, which will be submitted to the Committee on or before February 15, 2010.

As a first step in the sunrise review process, we have enclosed a survey instrument designed to elicit basic information on the issues and the positions of interested parties on all aspects of the proposal to create a new regulatory program for wetland scientists.  The survey can also be found on the Department’s website at http://www.maine.gov/pfr/legislative/index.htm .   Please complete all or any portion of the survey and return it along with any additional information that would assist the Department in its evaluation process.  
Completed surveys should be returned to Doug Dunbar, Assistant to the Commissioner, by e-mail (doug.dunbar@maine.gov) no later than July 20, 2009.  If you have questions about the survey or the sunrise review process, please contact the Commissioner’s Office at 624-8511.
Sincerely,

Anne L. Head

Commissioner

cc:
Senator Elizabeth Schneider, Senate Chair, 

Business, Research and Economic Development Committee


Representative Nancy Smith, House Chair, 

Business, Research and Economic Development Committee
Representative Jane Eberle


Natalie Haynes, Esq., Legislative Analyst


Doug Dunbar, Assistant to the Commissioner 
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